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Great Britain, and the next place in the regal succession after her
two eldest sisters, for the sake of substituting a boy, whom they
pretended she had brought from Holland for that purpose. So
early was the determination betrayed of impugning any male
issue that might be born of the marriage of James and Mary
Beatrice by the faction which, six years afterwards, succeeded in
some degree in stigmatizing the birth of their second son* The
infant was a daughter, and only lived eight weeks.

The following spring James endeavoured to enliven the droop-
ing spirits of his duchess, by taking her and his daughter Anne to
visit the university of Oxford. They came from Windsor, May 10,
1683, and were met by the earl of Abingdon and two hundred
of the county gentry, who escorted them to Eastgate, where they
were received by the mayor and aldermen, who presented the.duke
with a pair of gold-fringed gloves, and the duchess and the lady
Anne with a dozen pairs of ladies' long gloves, richly embroidered
and fringed. Their royal highnesses visited all the colleges, and
received many compliments and presents.

CHAPTER in,

THE death of Charles II. called the consort of Mary Beatrice to
the throne of Great Britain, February 6, 1685. "I confess," said
Mary Beatrice, ten years afterwards, "I took no pleasure in the
envied title of queen: I was so greatly afflicted at the death of king
Charles that I dared not give free vent to my feelings, lest I should
be suspected of hypocrisy."

The coronation of James and Mary Beatrice was solemnized on
the 23rd of April, with great magnificence. The ancient pictu-
resque custom of strewing flowers before the royal procession was
revived on this occasion. The people were prepared to look with
pleasure on the queen, for she had hallowed the day of her con-
secration with an act of tender and munificent charity, by releas-
ing all prisoners who were in confinement for small debts not
exceeding five pounds, taking upon herself the payment of all
liabilities of the kind throughout the United Kingdom, without
respect of creed. Eighty persons were liberated from Newgate
alone by this gracious compassion of the queen. The bishop of
London presented her with a small book of the prayers appointed
to be used at the coronation; and she read from it with the
greatest devotion and attention during the whole of the ceremony,